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Holy Trinity is an affirming and inclusive Christian community. No matter where you are on your 
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our 

welcome knows no boundaries. Regardless of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, physical or mental ability, we believe that God 

delights in the diversity of creation and so do we! 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE PALMS  
 

(The people gather in the Narthex to receive palms. Where indicated, please respond 
aloud with the bolded text.) 

 

Presider: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.  

People:  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Presider: Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty 

acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
A Reading from Matthew (21:1-11) 

 
Deacon:  When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 

untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The 
Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what 

had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

 
"Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, 
 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The 

crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
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Blessing of the Palms 
 

Presider: God be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 
us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 

Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 

victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 

you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Presider: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People :  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Deacon: Let us go forth in peace.  
People:  In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 
Weather permitting, those who are able will process around the parking lot, and into the 

sanctuary, while singing: 
 

H1982 #154                 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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Deacon:  Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered 
pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Presider: Blessed be God who forgives all our sins. 
People:  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 

H1982 #S91                        Kyrie 
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The Prayer of the Day 

Presider: God be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the 

human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our 
nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great 

humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated for the Lessons.) 
 

WE ENCOUNTER GOD'S WORD 
 
A Reading from Isaiah (50:4-9a) 

 
The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

 
Lector: Word of God, Word of Life. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 31:9-16 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, for I am in trouble; * 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

  and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief 

 and my years with sighing; * 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, 

  and my bones are consumed. 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and 

 even to my neighbors, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

I have been forgotten like the dead, out of mind; * 
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

 fear is all around; * 
  they put their heads together against me; 

  they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O God. * 

  I have said, “You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; * 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
  and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
  and in your loving-kindness, save me.” 

 
A Reading from Philippians (2:5-11) 

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 

even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
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and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Lector: Word of God, Word of Life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please remain seated as the Deacon announces: 

 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (26:14-27:66) 

 
The Narrator and Jesus take their places. Other readers stand in place (and will read 

loudly). The Crowd (CD) remains seated and is read by the entire congregation. 
 

At the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha, please stand as you are able. As 

the Passion ends, please continue standing as you are able (or kneel or sit) for The 
Prayers of the People. 

 
The Prayers of the People 

Deacon: Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. For the Church, for 

Michael Curry and Elizabeth Eaton, our Presiding Bishops; for Craig Satterlee and Prince 
Singh, our Bishops, and all who exercise leadership in the Name of Christ, that they may 

proclaim with boldness that he is the source of our salvation; let us pray. 

Jesus stretched out his arms of love and embraced human suffering, drawing the 

peoples of the world into his wounded heart, that they might share in his 
resurrection. With great devotion and gratitude we lift our voices in prayer, 

responding, “Christ, have mercy.” 
 

For Christians throughout the world who are being imprisoned and persecuted 
for their belief in Christ, that faith may be their shield, courage a mantle upon their 

shoulders, and love a lantern to their footsteps; Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

That we may pass over from weapons of war to the armaments of peace: food, 
education, meaningful work, security, water, and health care; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 
That we may confess the sovereignty of Christ, sharing his unique expression of 

love, and inviting the un-churched to join in the Paschal Feast; Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

 
That we may prepare ourselves to welcome into the community of faith those who 

will be baptized this Easter season, and to support and affirm those who will be 
confirmed, received, or who will reaffirm their faith; Lord, have mercy. Christ, have 

mercy. 
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For those who have departed this life in the fellowship of Jesus and his apostles, 
that they may reside in his eternal presence; Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 
At this time, I invite your prayers of intercession, either silently, aloud, or typed in the 

chat bar (a period of silence follows). Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 

The Easter Pails will be blessed at this time. 
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom our needs are known even before we ask: Help us to 
ask only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our 

blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 

 
Presider: The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Celebrations and Thanksgivings 
 

Please remain standing if you wish to share any celebrations or thanksgivings in your 
life; birthday prayers and prayers for our relationships may also be offered. 

 
Watch over your child(ren), O Lord, as her/his/their days increase; bless and 

guide her/him/them wherever she/he/they may be. Strengthen her/him/them 
when she/he/they stand(s); comfort her/him/them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise her/him/them up when she/he/they fall(s) and in 
her/his/their heart(s) may your peace – which passes understanding – abide 

all the days of her/his/their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, Giver of life and love, bless ____ and ____ whom you have joined 

in Holy Matrimony. Grant them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their life 
together, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in 

perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. And so knit their 
wills together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may show 

forth your love and abide in your peace all the days of their life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
WE SHARE A MEAL AT GOD'S TABLE 

 

Presider: Walk in love, as Christ loves us; and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

 

When the ushers carry the offering plates forward, you are asked to stand (as you are 
able) for the Eucharist. 
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H1982 #168 O Sacred Head, Sore Wounded 
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(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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H1982 #S129                       Sanctus 
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(Please remain standing as you are able, or kneel or sit.) 

 

Presider: Holy, mighty, and merciful God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms 

to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O God, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ; to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 
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A Spiritual Communion is offered. This is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at 

any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in 

which circumstances prevent them from receiving the elements. 

Presider: For those of you worshipping with us from home, we pray together with you: 

People:  Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your 

people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the 

bread of life. Though we cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, we 
thank you that we have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the 

forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the power of 
the Holy Spirit, may we embody your grace and be renewed for your service, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Presider:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

Presider: The gifts of God; for you, the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Distribution of Communion 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcomed at 

this Table. The Presider will sanitize his hands after the Table is set; and will then take a 

wafer, intinct (dip) it in the Chalice for you and place it onto your open hand (reception 
in both kinds). Or you may indicate that you wish to receive a wafer only (reception in 

one kind –– confident in the knowledge that when we receive in one kind, we receive in 
both kinds). Please let us know if you need a gluten-free wafer; and if you would prefer 

instead to receive a blessing, simply fold your arms across your chest. 
 

H1982 #324 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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(The Table is cleared.) 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

The Post–Communion Prayer 

 
Presider: Let us pray. Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of the earth; 

and claimed us for Christ in the waters of baptism. Look upon us during these 
forty days. May our fasting, be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; 

and our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
(Please be seated.) 

 
The Announcements  

 
(Please stand as you are able for the Recessional hymn.) 
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H1982 #474 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

 

 

 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

TO DO GOD'S WORK 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon: Go forth into the world to serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

The Postlude 
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Lay Ministry Schedule 
 

 
Date Old Testament / 

Epistle/Psalm 

Prayers of  the 

People 

Coffee Hour Altar Guild Greeters Video/Sound 

Board 

4/2/23 Cesar Gonzalez & 
Passion of Jesus 
Christ Readers 

 

Deacon 
Kim Hoop 

Maggie and 
Becky  

Meredith  Lorrie and Rich 
Dykstra 

  Maggie Gonzalez 

4/9/23 Susan Moore Lynda Adams Easter Breakfast 
Crew 

Barb S. and 
Linda  

Lora Lee and Bill 
Longhurst 

  Maggie Gonzalez 

4/16/23 Volunteer Needed Lynda Adams Volunteer 
Needed 

Becky and 
Lorie D. 

Lisa and Troy   Maggie Gonzalez 

 
Announcements and Reminders 

 
ARE YOU VISITING TODAY?  
Thank you for joining us! Please sign our guest book out in the Narthex (foyer), next to the 

church office door. We hope you enjoyed our service. Please let us know how we can help meet 
your spiritual needs. 
 

FREE WIFI! Connect to Holy Trinity Guest wifi using password: Hallelujah 
 

Upcoming Events:  
 
Maundy Thursday, Apr. 6, 2023 – 6 PM at Holy Trinity 

Worship w/foot washing; followed by Agape Meal 
 

Good Friday, Apr. 7, 2023 – 7 PM at Two Churches 
Good Friday worship 
 

Holy Saturday, Apr. 8, 2023 – 9 AM at Holy Trinity 
Service for both Altar Guilds (with Altar Guild Breakfast) 

 
Easter Décor, Egg Hunt, and Relay, Saturday, Apr. 8, 2023 – 10 AM at Holy Trinity 
 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, Apr. 8, 2023 – 8 PM at Two Churches 
Easter Vigil Worship with lighting of the New Fire 

 
Sanctuary Clean-up, Saturday, Apr. 8, 2023 – 10 AM at Holy Trinity 
Altar Guild and others are welcomed and encouraged to help clean  

 
Easter Breakfast, Sunday, Apr. 9, 2023 – 9:30 AM at Holy Trinity 

Easter Celebration Breakfast, sign-up sheet in the Narthex 
 
Easter Sunday, Apr. 9, 2023 - 9 AM at Two Churches - 11 AM at Holy Trinity 

Easter Celebration Worship with Eucharist 
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Coffee Hour 10 am to 11 am in the Undercroft: We are looking for volunteers 
moving forward. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Coffee hour has open 

spots to sign up for every other Sunday. The next one is TODAY, AFTER the 
service hosted by Maggie and Becky. And the following coffee hour is April 16th 

and still needs a volunteer. If you need coffee hour “training,” please see Becky. 
 
Easter Flower Donations: If you would like to donate toward out Easter Flowers 

and have a loved one recognized or remembered, please find donation envelopes 
on the table in the Narthex. Please place your donations in the Offertory trays. 

 
Lenten Chemo Hat Project: A skein of yarn and your time and talent 
will provide some comfort to a person experiencing the side effects of cancer treatment. 

Contact Barb Kuzins or Lynda Adams with any questions. The hats will be blessed on 
Pentecost, after Easter, and distributed to local cancer care centers. 

 
Outreach Meeting: Our next Outreach Committee meeting will be Sunday, April 
23rd following the 11am service.  

 

 Whitecaps Outing! Thursday, June 29th for an outing at the 
Whitecaps baseball game. Details and pricing to come.  
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This Week and Next Week at a Glance 

 

Sunday  

4/2/2023 

10:00am Holy Eucharist (Palm Sunday) – the 
Rev. Mike Wernick 

 11:15 am Coffee Hour – Hosted by Maggie & 
Becky 

Monday 7:00pm SA Meeting 

Wednesday 7:00pm NA Meeting 

Thursday 6:00pm Maundy Thursday  @  Holy Trinity 

Friday 7:00pm Good Friday @Two Churches 

Saturday 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt and Festivities 

Saturday 6:30pm NA Meeting 

Saturday 8:00pm Easter Vigil @ Two Churches 

Sunday  

4/9/2023 

11:00am Holy Eucharist – the Rev. Mike 
Wernick 

Monday 6:00pm Vestry Meeting 

 7:00pm SA Meeting 

Wednesday 7:00pm NA Meeting 

Saturday 6:30pm NA Meeting 

 

Readings for next Sunday are… 

Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:1-18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#gsp1
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The Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan 
The Rt. Rev. Prince Singh, Bishop Provisional 

 
Parish Staff 

 
The Reverend Mike Wernick, Rector 

Maggie Gonzalez, Parish Administrator 
Barbara Stuitje, Parish Treasurer 

Reed Bretz, Director of Music 
Kevin Wells, Parish Musician 

Debbie Kochin, Parish Sexton 
 

The Vestry 
Rob Atwell, Senior Warden 

Ron Stuitje Junior Warden 

Becky Wells, Clerk 
Barb Kuzins 

Amanda Lustey 
Lisa Nelson 

Meg Tiller 
Lorrie Dykstra 

 
Office Hours: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am-12pm 
 

With God’s help, we will… 

Seek Christ in all persons; 
Serve others; 

And strive to be a vibrant, 

growing, and visible 
Episcopal community of faith. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
5333 Clyde Park Ave. SW 

Wyoming, Michigan 49509 

616-538-0900 
office@htwmi.org 
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