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Welcome to a 7-Week Advent
We're glad you're here!
It’s been Fr. Mike's tradition for several years to observe a 7-week Advent
season. And in its origin, the season of Advent was nearly seven weeks, and
the perhaps more common 4-week season was not widely adopted in
western churches until the 12th or 13th century. But a 7-week Advent is
about more than restoring an ancient Christian tradition.
The churches long ago lost the Advent season to the “Christmas culture” of
our society. Christmas decorations, gift items & sometimes music begin to
appear in stores as early as late August. With our senses bombarded, it is
too easy for Advent to become merely a brief prelude to a “baby in a
manger.”
Yes, Advent is about waiting - but we wait for more than Christmas morning
in Bethlehem. We begin this new church year with a steady look at the “end
times,” the fulfillment of all the implications of Christ’s resurrection for
humanity and, indeed, all of creation. The emphasis is already there in the
lectionary readings, encouraging us to engage ever more deeply in Christ’s
mission of peace & justice. Taking these 7 weeks to explore these ideas puts
the focus on the Christian hope represented by the full manifestation of the
Reign of God established in Christ. Our Advent is about looking to the end,
to the goal...to the eternal moment that makes sense of all our moments.
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Holy Trinity is an affirming and inclusive Christian community. No matter where you are on your
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our
welcome knows no boundaries. Regardless of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation, economic condition, physical or mental ability, we believe that God
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
(When the Prelude begins, please convert any conversation you may be having into a
conversation with God. Where indicated, please respond aloud with the bolded text.)
The Prelude
(The Altar Party enters in silence. Please stand as you are able.)
Confession
Presider: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who
leads us into the light of grace. Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin
against God and neighbor.
People:
God of all time, we confess that we have not prepared for your
merciful reign among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor
of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome
your light and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in
glory.
H1982 #S91

Kyrie
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Absolution
Presider: “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. In Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven, and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! Amen.
H1982 #616

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Intercessor: As our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these
earthly signs--light and green branches-- and remember God's promise to our world:
Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. Listen to these words from the Revelation to
John:
“And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire and those who had
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name standing beside the sea
of glass with harps of God in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant
of God, and the song of the Lamb:
‘Great and amazing are your deeds,
Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
King of the nations!
Lord, who will not fear
and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your judgments have been revealed.’”
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The Prayer of the Day
Presider: God be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know
you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for
your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit
habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(Please be seated for the Lessons.)

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD
A Reading from Jeremiah (23:1-6)
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness."
Lector:
People:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
The Presider will chant the O Antiphon before the Psalm,
and the congregation will join in after the reading.

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
The God of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
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God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help it at the break of day.
The nations make much ado, and the realms are shaken; *
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
The God of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now and look upon the works of the Most High, *
who does awesome things on earth.
It is God who makes war to cease in all the world, *
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.”
The God of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
O Antiphon

A Reading from Colossians (1:11-20)
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might
come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
Lector:
People:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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(Please stand as you are able.)
The Sequence Hymn
H1982 #440

Bless’d Jesus, At Thy Word
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Presider:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke
(23:33-43)

People:

Glory to You, O God.

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them;
for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The
people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,
"He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the
King of the Jews."
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man
has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

(Please be seated.)
The Sermon

the Rev. Mike Wernick

(Please stand as you are able for the Creed.)
The Nicene Creed
Presider:

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
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We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
(Please remain standing as you are able, or kneel or sit.)
The Prayers of the People
Intercessor: Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the full manifestation of God’s
reign in Christ, let us pray for the needs of the church and the world.
O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most High, and reach from beginning
to end, mightily and sweetly ordering all things. Behold and bless your church. Be
present in ordering the life of this and every congregation.
Come and teach us the way of prudence.
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For the Church, for Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop; Prince Singh, our Bishop
Provisional, and all who exercise leadership in the Name of Christ, that they may
proclaim with boldness that he is the source of our salvation; let us pray.
O Adonai, God of the Covenant, ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in
the fire of the burning bush and on Mount Sinai gave your law. Forgive us when we stray
from your guidance and will.
Come and redeem us for our life together.
O King of the Nations and their Desire, you are the cornerstone that makes us one: We
lift up all who are suffering and in need. At this time, I invite your prayers of
intercession, either silently, aloud, or typed in the chat bar (a period of silence follows).
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the
afflicted, shield the joyous and help us minister to them in your love.
Come and save us whom you have fashioned out of clay.
Healing Prayer: You are invited to the altar rail for healing prayers and to be anointed
(or let Mike know, and he will come to you).
O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to humankind; before you rulers will shut their
mouths, and nations bow in worship: We pray for your peace and justice in every nation
and throughout the world; be present to all whose lives are ravaged by war and strife;
guide the leaders of this and every land into the paths of peace and goodwill.
Come save us and do not delay.
O Key of David, and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can shut, you
shut and no one can open: Guide us in opening the doors of opportunity for the
unemployed, for the homeless, for prisoners, and for all who are oppressed; and lead us
in closing the doors that lead to poverty, bigotry, discrimination, and injustice.
Come and bring the captives out of the prison house.
O Dayspring, radiance of the Light Eternal and Sun of Righteousness: Shine your light
on those who have died; remember those in our hearts; and bring comfort to all who
mourn.
Come and enlighten all who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.
O Emmanuel, God with us, Expected One and Savior, We give thanks for all the
blessings of this life. Make each of us ready to receive you into our hearts, to serve you
in all whom we meet, and to greet you in the fullness of your glory in the day of your
appearing.
Come and save us, O Lord our God.
Presider: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
(Please stand as you are able.)
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The Sharing of the Peace
Presider:
People:

The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
Celebrations and Thanksgivings

Please remain standing if you wish to share any celebrations or thanksgivings in your
life; birthday prayers and prayers for our relationships may also be offered.
Birthdays
Lorie Baker
Juan Gonzalez

11/21
11/25

Watch over your child(ren), O Lord, as her/his/their days increase; bless and
guide her/him/them wherever she/he/they may be. Strengthen her/him/them
when she/he/they stand(s); comfort her/him/them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise her/him/them up when she/he/they fall(s) and in
her/his/their heart(s) may your peace – which passes understanding – abide
all the days of her/his/their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, Giver of life and love, bless ____ and ____ whom you have joined
in Holy Matrimony. Grant them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their life
together, that each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in
perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. And so knit their
wills together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may show
forth your love and abide in your peace all the days of their life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

WE SHARE A MEAL AT GOD’S TABLE
Presider:

Let us prepare for Eucharist.

(Please remain seated as the Table is set.)
SANC #495

Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus
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(Please stand as you are able.)
H1982 #308 v.3

Doxology
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Offering Prayer
Presider: Blessed are you, O God; maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts. Use us, and what we have gathered in feeding the
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Christ Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us open our hearts.
We open them to Mystery.
Let us give thanks to God, Holy and One.
It is right to lift up thanks and praise.

Presider: All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when
it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath
to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope
for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly
beings and all creation as we sing with joy:

H1982 #S125

Sanctus
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(Please remain standing as you are able, or kneel or sit.)
Presider: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
And as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
A spiritual Communion is offered. This is a personal devotion that anyone can pray at any
time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which
circumstances prevent them from receiving the elements.
Presider: For those worshipping with us from home, we pray together with you:
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the
wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of
life. Though we cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, we thank you
that we have received the sacrament of Christ's presence, the forgiveness of
sins, and all other benefits of Christ's passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
may we embody your grace and be renewed for your service, through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.
Presider:
People:

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.

H1982 #S160

Agnus Dei
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Presider:

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The Distribution of Communion

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcomed at
this Table. The Presider will wash his hands after the Table is set; and will then take a
wafer, intinct (dip) it in the Chalice for you, and place it onto your open hand (reception
in both kinds). Or you may indicate that you wish to receive a wafer only (reception in
one kind –– confident in the knowledge that when we receive in one kind, we receive in
both kinds). Please let us know if you need a gluten-free wafer; and if you would prefer
instead to receive a blessing, simply fold your arms across your chest.
by Dan Schutte

The Communion Hymn

REFRAIN:
Yahweh, I know you are near,
Standing always at my side.
You guard me from the foe,
And you lead me in ways everlasting.
Lord, you have searched my heart,
And you know when I sit and when I stand.
Your hand is upon me
Protecting me from death,
Keeping me from harm.
Where can I run from your love?
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You Are Near

If I climb to the heavens you are there;
If I fly to the sunrise
Or sail beyond the sea,
Still I'd find you there.
You know my heart and its way,
You who formed me before I was born
In the secret of darkness
Before I saw the sun in my mother's womb.
Marvelous to me are your works;
How profound are your thoughts, my Lord.
Even if I could count them,
They number as the stars,
You would still be there.
(The Table is cleared.)
(Please stand as you are able.)
The Post–Communion Prayer
Presider: Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have fed us even now
with the banquet that is yet to come. Keep us alert for signs of your presence in
the world around us. Send us as healing oil and sheltering comfort to those in
need, and make us bold in testifying to the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
The Advent Blessing
Presider: May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer, and the
Sustainer, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
(Please be seated.)
The Announcements
(Please stand as you are able for the Recessional hymn.)
by Sophie Conti & Naomi Batya

King of Kings

King of king and Lord of Lords.
Glory Hallelujah.
King of king and Lord of Lords.
Glory Hallelujah.
Jesus, Prince of Peace. Glory Hallelujah.
Jesus, Prince of Peace. Glory Hallelujah.
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WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD

TO

PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL AND TO DO GOD’S WORK
The Dismissal

Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

With love and with compassion,
come, Jesus, Wonderful Counselor.
With judgement and with mercy,
come, Jesus, our Redeemer.
In power and in glory,
come, Jesus, the King of Kings.
In wisdom and in truth,
come, Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

The Postlude
Lay Ministry Schedule
Date

Old Testament /
Epistle/Psalm

Prayers of the
People

11/20/22

Cesar Gonzalez

Lynda Adams

11/27/22

Volunteer Needed

Lynda Adams

12/04/22

Volunteer Needed

Coffee Hour

Altar Guild

Greeters

Meredith
Loralee and Bill
Linda K and
Longhurst
Ron and Barb
S.
Barb S. and Lisa and Troy
N/A

Maggie Gonzalez

Becky and
Lorie D.

Maggie Gonzalez

Linda

Lynda Adams

Video/Sound
Board

Volunteer
Needed

Maggie Gonzalez

Nelson

Barb and Keith
Kuzins

Announcements and Reminders
ARE YOU VISITING TODAY?
Thank you for joining us! Please sign our guest book out in the Narthex (foyer), next to the
church office door. We hope you enjoyed our service. Please let us know how we can help meet
your spiritual needs.
FREE WIFI! Connect to Holy Trinity Guest wifi using password: Hallelujah
Coffee Hour 10 am to 11 am in the Undercroft: We are looking for volunteers
moving forward. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Coffee hour has open
spots to sign up for every other Sunday. The next one is THIS SUNDAY,
November 20th. Coffee hour will be hosted by Linda Kitsch and Barb and
Ron Stuitje. If you need coffee hour “training,” please see Becky or Julie.
Craft Shows:

Craft season is once again here and there are shows left. They are as follows:

Nov 26th - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm @ Grand Valley Armory
Set up Sat 6:30am to 8:30am
Dec 3rd - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm @ West Catholic High School
Set up Fri 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm and Sat 6:30 am to 8:30 am
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I'm asking for help with set ups and take downs (especially on Nov. 26 - as Keith will be unable
to help due to work). Also it's nice to have an extra hand or two during the show, to help with
selling and breaks. Please contact me (Barb Kuzins 616-531-8178 or 24willa52@gmail.com) if
you can help out for even an hour or two, it will be so appreciated. As always, money earned
benefits Holy Trinity. If you have been working on items, they can be left at the church any time
thru Dec 3rd. Thanks, Barb Kuzins.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS! If you would like to donate funds toward the Christmas
flowers there are envelops on the table in the Narthex. Checks should be made payable
to Holy Trinity. Please fill out the front of the envelope and leave in the offertory plate.

"Holiday Bonus" box: This holiday season, please join in helping
local food-challenged households by giving them a "Holiday Bonus".
Our "Holiday Bonus" box program is an easy way for each of us to
share the love of God with others, in small, daily increments.
Here's how it works:
You will receive an empty box and a list. The list consists of a
couple dozen non-perishable food items. Each item is to be added
daily to the box. After 24 days, the box is full and is returned to the church. The Outreach
Committee will then distribute the boxes to local pantries who will provide them to the families.
The "Holiday Bonus" box program starts Sunday, November 13 and concludes on Sunday,
December 11. Boxes and lists will be available as soon as November 6. The list will also be
emailed out and can be downloaded from our website. Boxes can be delivered and/or picked up
by contacting the office. Again, we ask you to please join us in helping others this holiday season
by giving a "Holiday Bonus" box.
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This Week and Next Week at a Glance
Sunday

11:00am

Holy Eucharist – the Rev. Mike
Wernick

10am-11am

Coffee Hour – Volunteer Needed

1:00pm

Soldiers of Christ Apostolic Church

Monday

7:00pm

SA Meeting

Wednesday

7:00pm

NA Meeting

Saturday

6:30pm

NA Meeting

Sunday

11:00am

Holy Eucharist – the Rev. Mike
Wernick

Monday

7:00pm

SA Meeting

Wednesday

7:00pm

NA Meeting

Saturday

6:30pm

NA Meeting

11/20/2022

11/27/2022

Readings for next Sunday are…

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
Psalm 122
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Parish Staff
The Episcopal Diocese of Western Michigan
The Reverend Mike Wernick, Rector
Maggie Gonzalez, Parish Administrator
Reed Bretz, Director of Music
Kevin Wells, Parish Musician
Debbie Kochin, Parish Sexton
The Vestry
Kevin Murphy, Senior Warden
Genia LaNore, Junior Warden
Barbara Stuitje, Parish Treasurer
Becky Wells
Barb Kuzins
Julie Reams
Linda Kitsch
Amanda Lustey
Ron Stuitje
Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am-12pm

With God’s help, we will…
Seek Christ in all persons;
Serve others;
And strive to be a vibrant,
growing, and visible
Episcopal community of faith
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Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
5333 Clyde Park Ave. SW
Wyoming, Michigan 49509
616-538-0900
office@htwmi.org
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